
Opportunities

When Carter G. Woodson, as director of the 
Association, established Negro History Week, 
he did so as par t of that t radition. Yet, by 
concentrating the attention of the American public 
on the scientific findings of historians, he sought

commemorations in transforming the status of 
Black peoples in the modern world.

As part of the global African diaspora, people 
of African descent in the United States have 
viewed their role in history as critical to their own 
development and that of the world.

Along with writing Black histories, antebellum 
Black scholars north of slavery started observing 
the milestones in the struggle of people of African 
descent to gain their freedom and equality. 
Revealing their connection to the diaspora, 
they commemorated the Haitian Revolution, 
the end of the slave trade, and the end of 
slavery in Jamaica. They observed American 
emancipation with Watch Night, Jubilee Day, 
and Juneteenth celebrations. Eventually, they 
feted the lives of individuals who fought against 
slavery, most notably Abraham Lincoln and 
Frederick Douglass.

The scholar Arthur A. Schomburg captured 
the motivation of Black people to dig up their 
own history and present it to the world: “The 
American Negro must remake his past in order 
to make his future.”

History Month: A Century of Commemorations

Click to read moreSmall Business Exchange • Voice of Small, Emerging, Diversity-Owned Businesses Since 1984

Diversity in Action Published by Small Business Exchange, Inc.Volume 16, Edition 5 • February 3, 2026

• Private lessons from Queen Clarinet
• Band performances at your venue
• Master classes for groups

504-908-7119
doreenja@bellsouth.net
www.doreensjazz.org

Doreen’s Jazz
New Orleans

Doreen’s Jazz
New Orleans

LOUISIANA
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
Public notices and participation activities

Click for details

Advertise in our digital

weekly or
 whenever

wherever to
 whomever

you need to
reach among

agencies
contractors

diversity firms 

LBJ

PUBLIC LEGAL NOTICES
With a database of over 1.6 million businesses, 
SBE assists agencies with public legal notices
Advertisements
Placed in various Louisiana Business Journal 
digital publications every month and at
www.louisianabusinessjournal.com
Special Follow-Up Services
Custom design and development of services 
that you need for particular situations such 
as small business marketing, diversity goal 
completion, and agency capacity building
Call for more information: 800-800-8534 
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VIRTUAL EVENTS FOR YOUR BUSINESSVIRTUAL EVENTS FOR YOUR BUSINESS

Federal Contracting for Small Businesses Webinar
Tuesday, February 10, 2026, 11:00 am–12:30 pm CST
Online
Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration
Contact: Irene Gonzalez, 208-334-1673,
irene.gonzalez@sba.gov
Fee: Free; registration required
Learn the essentials of federal contracting for 
small businesses. This event will cover the 
basics of navigating the federal contracting 
process, as well as the various certifications 
available to help your small business succeed 
in the government marketplace. Certifications 
include: 8(a) Business Development Program, 
HUBZone Certification, Woman Owned Small 
Business (WOSB/EDWOSB), and Veteran 
Owned Small Business (VOSB). Don’t miss 
this opportunity to gain valuable insights and 
resources to help your small business. Register 
at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/federal-con-
tracting-basics-and-certifications-for-small-
businesses-tickets-1977729717825

SBA 101: Introduction to SBA Programs Webinar
Monday, February 23, 2026, 8:00 am–9:00 am CST
Online
Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration, 
Rhode Island District Office
Contact: Brian Hopkins, 401-528-4575,
brian.hopkins@sba.gov
Fee: Free; registration required
This free workshop, presented by the Rhode Island 

District Office, is designed to help entrepreneurs 
understand the various SBA programs and 
services available to help them as they start, 
expand, grow, and recover their businesses. 
This overview presentation covers: Introduction 
to the SBA; SBA Resource Partner Network—
Business Training and One-on-One Counseling; 
Selling to the Federal Government—SBA 
Contracting Certification Programs; Access to 
Capital—Loan and Surety Bond Programs; 
International Trade Assistance; Emergency 
Preparedness and Disaster Assistance Loans. 
Register online for the free workshop webinar 
at https://www.sba.gov/event/77581

Federal Contracting: Woman-Owned Small
Business (WOSB) Certification Program Webinar
Tuesday, March 17, 2026, 1:00 pm–3:00 pm CST
Online
Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration
Contact: Patrice Dozier, patrice.dozier@sba.gov
Fee: Free; registration required
SBA is creating a space for Woman-Owned 
Small Businesses, via WOSB certification! 
Are you a woman owner of a small business? 
The federal government’s goal is to award 
at least five percent of all federal contracting 
dollars to woman-owned small businesses each 
year. Join us for training on how to register for 
SBA’s Woman-Owned Small Business (WOSB) 
program, which helps eligible small businesses 
to qualify for federal contracting opportunities. 
The monthly sessions include an overview of 
the self-certification process, and a discussion 
of the NAICS codes that qualify as WOSB or 
EDWOSB. Register at https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/woman-owned-small-business-wosb-
certification-program-tickets-1977995825761
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Small
Business
Exchange
Louisiana
DEI
•  Advertise
•  ITB to Targeted (NAICS/SIC/UNSPSC) 

Certified Businesses
•  Telephone Follow-Up (Live)
•  Agency/Organization Letters
•  Computer Generated Dated and 

Timed Documentation
•  Customized Reports Available

For more info contact
Valerie Voorhies at
vvv@sbeinc.com

Lagniappe Baking is a neighborhood 
bakehouse owned by pastry chef 
Kaitlin Guerin, a 2025 James Beard 
Award nominee. The one-of-a-kind 
assorted pastry boxes highlight the 
local, seasonal bounty of the Crescent 
City’s agriculture. Each box challenges 
your taste buds with flavor combinations 
and leaves you anticipating the next.

www.lagniappebaking.com

Learn
More

2026 marks a century of Black history national 
commemorations. Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson, 
George Cleveland Hall, William B. Hartgrove, 
Jesse E. Moorland, Alexander L. Jackson, and 
James E. Stamps institutionalized the teaching, 
study, dissemination, and commemoration of Black 
history when they founded the Association for 
the Study of Negro Life and History (ASNLH) 
on September 9, 1915.

In 1925, when Dr. Carter G. Woodson planned 
the inaugural week-long observance of Black 
history, he could hardly have anticipated the 
imprint he would leave on the world. From 
Negro History Week to Black History Month, 
ASALH has carried forth the tradition, and the 
observances have become part of the warp and 
weft of American culture and increasingly the 
global community.

For our one hundredth theme, the founders 
of Black History Month urge us to explore the 
impact and meaning of Black history and life 

By ASALH

https://www.louisianabusinessjournal.com/cms.cfm?fuseaction=news.detail&articleID=7187&pageId=104
https://www.deq.louisiana.gov/public-notices
https://www.lagniappebaking.com/
https://nmsdc.org

